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Pig Rearing among the Huli in Papua
New Guinea Highlands

Masahiro Umezaki

In the Tari basin in Papua New Guinea Highlands, where the Huli speak-
ing people have heavily depended on sweet potato cultivation and pig rear-
ing for their subsistence, the adaptation system have changed under the
process of modernization commensed in 1970s. In the present study, the
author examined the meaning of “pig rearing” paying special attention to
the changing process during these several decades. The findings are
surmarized as follows: (1) the nutritional importance of pigs has decreased.
(2) Per capita number of pigs reared has decreased due to land shortage
and consequent decrease in food production, though (3) the number of
pigs used as bride price or war compensation has increased. Population
growth, increasing disputes between groups, the utilization of purchased
foods, enlargement of regional network, and dependency to cash ecomony
may explain such changes. It was concluded that the ecological demand
for pig rearig have decreased, while the social demand have increased

among the modernizing Huli in Papua New Guinea Highlands.




